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The exhibition titled The Shadow constitutes
Vestsjællands Kunstmuseum’s offering to this year’s
worldwide celebration of Hans Christian Andersen’s
200th birthday. The exhibition takes its mark in the
author’s fairytale, penned in 1847, about the learned
man and his diabolic shadow and invites the interested
viewer to amble through the captivating aspects of the
shadow motif as we come to encounter them in the
realm of contemporary art.

Twenty-one visual artists from the United States, 
South America, Africa, Asia and Europe are taking part.
Several are showing works that have been created
especially for the exhibition in Sorø, using Hans
Christian Andersen’s story as their point of departure. 
In the company of the various artists, all of whom
belong to the global art scene’s elite, we come to meet
shadow pictures as they are transposed into silhou-
ettes, doublegangers and spellbinding phantasmagoria.
Since the artists are working within contemporary art’s
wide gamut of expressions, The Shadow exhibition
encompasses painting, work made on paper, video,
installation, collage, photography and light works.

The Shadow is one of Hans Christian Andersen’s most
unfathomable tales – and one of his stories that has
served as the object for a host of different interpreta-
tions. This is especially because of the riveting shadow
picture that Andersen employs, one that renders this
dark narrative ever so befitting for a confluence
between literature and visual art. The connection to the
realm of visual art is further underscored by the belief
that it was actually the sketching of a silhouette which
provided the occasion for the very first painting in the
history of art. Within the disciplines of photography and
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cinema, shadow pictures also occupy a central role,
seeing as the shadow play and the stabilization of the
otherwise flighty shadows constituted the historical
basis for these branches of art – where so many artists
are engaged in the present day.

It can also be said that when one reads this fairytale 
as a Gothic story revolving around doublegängers and
demonic powers, it somehow falls into place when
considered in relation to contemporary art. This comes
to light at the exhibition, where the artists are working
with the fairytale’s theme of good’s struggle with evil
and with knowledge, enlightenment and rationality
versus the irrational and subconscious. Yet another
important theme that can be drawn forth at the
exhibition is the shadow picture as the artist’s self-
portrait, where the shadow stands for the reverse
aspect of fame and success. 

The exhibition will occupy the museum’s entire interior
expanse, which has been remodeled for the occasion.
In addition, certain spots in the town of Sorø, such as
the old water tower at Sorø Train Station and the Sorø

Academy, are being called into play as part of the show.
A comprehensive catalogue in Danish and English
accompanies the exhibition, which has been conceived
and arranged by the museum’s curator, Christine Buhl
Andersen. Among other items, the catalogue contains
essays by two younger Danish authors, Lars Bukdahl
and Merete Pryds Helle, as well as presentations of all
of the participating artists and their works and also
contains a remarkable ‘shadow encyclopedia’, where a
number of chosen experts have written sketches about
the shadow’s significance in their respective fields. 

Guided tours can be arranged by telephoning 
+45 5783 2229 
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Vestsjællands Kunstmuseum
Storgade 9
DK-4180 Sorø
Tlf. +45 57 83 22 29 / Fax +45 57 82 00 18
e-mail: museum@vestkunst.dk
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Regional trains depart from
Copenhagen/Funen/Jutland 
every hour. 

Local bus number 806 connects 
the museum with Sorø Train 
Station.

The exhibition is open 
Tuesday - Sunday 11 am - 5 pm

Artists: Julie Nord (DK) • Spencer Finch (USA ) • Stig Brøgger (DK) • Regina Silveira (Brazil) • Stefan Saffer

(Germany) • Per Bak Jensen (DK) • Kunié Sugiura (Japan/USA) • William Kentridge (South Africa) • Povl Christensen

(DK) • Arturo Herrera (USA) • Karina Peisajovich (Argentina) • Jeannette Ehlers (DK) • Willie Doherty

(N.Ireland) • Joachim Koester (DK) • Yoshihiko Ito (Japan) • Hanna Haaslahti (Finland) • Kara Walker (USA) •

Sophie Calle (France/USA) • Douglas Gordon (Scotland) • Andy Warhol (USA) • Vito Acconci (USA) 
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